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'voluntary contribution of ten per cent' of their salary.
It showed a certain naivete on the part of the Japanese."

After receiving this telegram the President saw Cassini,
the Eussian Ambassador. "I told him," he wrote to Lodge,
"to say to the Czar that I believed the war absolutely hope-
less for Russia; that I earnestly desired that she and Japan
should come together and see if they could not agree upon
terms of peace; and that I should like to propose this if I
could get the assent of Eussia and then of Japan, which
latter I thought I would be able to get. I could not be sure
that Cassini would tell this to the Czar, for he is afraid of
saying what is disagreeable; but I hardly know what to
do else."

Almost immediately following the naval battle, the
Kaiser began to exert himself for peace. On June 8, 1905,
the German Ambassador handed this note to the President :

"The Emperor has just informed me that in the interest
of all concerned he thinks Eussia ought to effect peace. He
has requested me to tell you that he is ready to silently
support any efforts which you may feel inclined to make in
the interest of peace. For both belligerents he considers
this way of mediation the chiefest and most unselfish."

On the same date, the American Ambassador at Berlin
sent this message to the President:

"The German Emperor has asked me to say to you that
he considers the situation in Eussia so serious that, when
the truth is known at St. Petersburg in regard to the re-
cent defeat, the life of the Czar will be in danger, and the
gravest disorders likely to occur. The Emperor of Ger-
many has written to the Czar, therefore, urging him to
take immediate steps toward peace. The Emperor said to
me: 'I called his attention to the fact that the Americans
were the only nation regarded by the Japanese with the
highest respect, and that the President of the United States
is the right person to appeal to with the hope that he may
be able to bring the Japanese to reasonable proposals. I
suggested to the Czar to send for Meyer and charge him